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Jessie Martin is an interdisciplinary geographer and photographic artist. She is a research fellow in 
the DFG funded research training group ‘Practicing Place: Socio-Cultural Practices and Epistemic 
Configurations’, at the KU. Her interdisciplinary practice explores relations between capital, power, 
politics and ecology in and across geographies. Her PhD project, ‘Practicing Petro-Geographies 
through Capitalism: Re-articulating Spatial Imaginaries of Power’, investigates how capitalism 
practices place through the relations of fossil carbons, following a route of oil outwards from a 
former refinery site in Ingolstadt to Azerbaijan and Texas.
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Fixing Trade within Mountains:
(Re)Imagining the Alps as a Pathway for 
Oil and Capital

The Transalpine Pipeline (TAL) has carried crude oil from the 
port of Trieste, through the Italian and Austrian Alps towards 
Ingolstadt, since 1967. This lecture uses ethnographic, artistic 
methods, including situated photography along the route, archival 
documents, financial reports and journalistic sources, to examine 
and rearticulate how the pipeline was imagined and materialised as a 

fixed trade route for oil. This is 
contextualised within histories 
of the pipeline’s pathway as 
a trade route. The questions 
are asked, how does fixing the 
relation of oil into the Alps alter 
and expand its ecologies? How are 
Alpine landscapes reconstituted on 
world energy markets through the 
pipeline’s placement? 
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