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In this chapter, we propose and discuss the definition
of proglacial areas as the area that has been
deglaciated since the glacial highstands at the end of
the Little Ice Age. We then summarise recent
geomorphological research in proglacial areas and
identify avenues of future research. These include (i)

investigations extending further into the past based
on historical imagery; (ii) the assessment of the
relative importance of glacial vs. non-glacial
processes; (iii) the role of direct, local climage change
impacts vs. the transient response to deglaciation;
and (iv) the potential propagation of local geomorphic
changes (with connectivity being an important
system property moderating this propagation) with
potential downstream effects on hydropower
generation, freshwater ecosystems and natural
hazards. Observing and understanding past and
present-day changes may provide templates for
likely responses to future changes.

The PROSA project conducted from 2012-2017
in the proglacial area of the Gepatsch glacier, Central
Austrian Alps, forms the framework of several case
studies presented in the present volume; therefore,
we briefly outline the joint project, its study area,
research problems and methods.
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